Hypothermia: quantitative aspects of therapy.
Quantitative aspects of various methods of warming are presented comparing the peripheral method of warm bath immersion to the central method of ventilation with heated water-saturated air, infusion of warmed intravenous solutions, peritoneal lavage with warmed solutions, and hemodialysis or cardiopulmonary bypass. The need to convert arterial blood gas results for body temperature is emphasized. Two cases demonstrate combined use of peripheral warming using warming mattress and blankets and central warming with ventilation and infusion.